


land trusts

a land trust is a nonprofit organization that, as all or a part of its mission, actively
works to conserve land by:

* acquiring land or conservation easements (or assisting with their acquisition),
and /or

* stewarding/managing land or conservation easements.




The Working Lands Trust is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization dedicated to the preservation of North
Carolina’s farms and forests through partnerships
with landowners who are committed to conservation.

www.workinglandstrust.org

\’/’ Garrett James Budds
Executive Director

workinglandstrust@ amail.com
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a land trust works to bqlqnce ’rhe needs of private
landowniers vg,l’rh protection of ’rhenf*-.. property’s
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conservation easements

the primary tool utilized by land trust to conserve land

an agreement between a landowner and a land trust limiting a property’s uses; these
agreements are voluntary, legally binding and perpetual.

the landowner retains all rights except those that are voluntarily relinguished or
limited.

an eligible property must contain one or more conservation values: active or arable
farmland; river or creek frontage; public road frontage; landscape connectivity;
significant forest types; wildlife habitat and /or diversity. —

edsements. must contain provisions that protect the conservation yolue'_s in perpetuity.

land uses compqhble with. conservcmon easements mclude farming; timber
management; recreational Uses-{fishing, hiking, birding, hunting, etc.); habitat
management (species of interest, e.g. duck habitat); education and research; other
limited commercial activities (e.g. eco-tourism, efc.).



conse rvc:’rion easements
function

“bundle of sticks”

* the rights of use separate and
apart from ownership

- distinguish one’s use of the land
from the land itself

* right to use, enjoy, encumber,
develop, divest, etc.




conservation easements
structure

purpose
* goals of the agreement and
furthering of applicable policies

values
* conservation values to be
conserved via the agreement

enabling legislations
 state & federal

right and restrictions
* rights retained




serva’rlon eq

}\s

- andoxyner

¥ alie. purchd
!

conservbn‘lon eqssem

‘._--‘ : > ‘9

3 ddva n'rqges.-.‘

ngowners WI

"'zejtc. (i.e. dont

B




conservation easements
beginning the conversation

project assessment & selection

information & data gathering

site visits

kitchen table conversations

funding options




conservation easements
funding opportunities

* NCDA - Agricultural Development &
Farmland Preservation Trust Fund

 USDA - Natural Resources
Conservation Service

* US Department of Defense
independently and through joint

projects, these and other agencies
partner with the land trusts to fund the







conservation easements
application process

+ . application forms - agency specific © * ‘program certifications - VAD, Century
Farm, efc.
*_.option.to purchase
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conservation easements due diligence
completing the project

environmental site assessment

survey

appraisal

conservation plans

forest management plans

baseline documentation report

legal due diligence

* preliminary title work /title
opinion

* easement drafting

* subordinations/perfecting
title

* settlement statements

- final title policies

* closing/recording/
distribution

post-closing
* tax filing (donations/bargain

sales transactions)

« stewarding the easement



|G.‘
o
D
c
=
c
O
O
()
o)
(@)
el







