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MONITORING:
PURPOSE

CONSERVATION EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP

Required by IRS

Once per calendar year

Build relationship with landowner

Support good land stewardship

Detect and resolve potential or

actual violations early on

Create a record of changes and

conditions of the land

Build community support and

awareness of conservation



MONITORING
1. Schedule with landowner,
caretaker/manager, funding
entity representatives

2. Prepare by reviewing BDR,
checking land ownership,
reviewing boundaries and aerial
photographs, phone interviews
with landowner,
caretaker/manager

3. Conduct site visit, gather data
and photos

4. Complete and submit reports

CONSERVATION EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP



BDR: PURPOSE
Document  Conservation Values and
conditions of the property to meet IRS
standards of eligibility for a qualified
conservation contribution (PUBLIC
BENEFIT)

Open space—farm and forest land—
clearly delineated conservation policy
Open space—farm and forest land—
scenic views to public
Historic—nationally designated  NRHP
or within a NHD
Relatively natural habitat
Public access

CONSERVATION EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP

Document Conservation Values  and
conditions of the property at the time of
grant of Conservation Easement for
monitoring and stewardship purposes
(IRS + additional state, county, etc.)

Water quality
Local food

Serve as permanent record/legal
admissible evidence in court

Hearsay Rule exception/evidentiary
rule—produced in the course of
regularly conducted business



BASELINE
DOCUMENTATION
REPORT
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CONSERVATION EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP

Acknowledgement of Condition
Property Information

Property Description and Summary of
Conservation Easement
Easement Donor Contact Information
Directions to Protected Property
 Access and Navigation Map
 Survey Plat
County Tax Map

Maps and Management Plan(s)
 Protected Lands Network Map
NAIP True Color Aerial Photograph Map
 Topography and Hydrology Map(s)
 Land Cover/Land Use Map
Soil Map(s)

Man-Made Features and
Impervious Surface Map and
Index
 Management Plan

Photographic Record of the
Protected Property

Documentation Photographs
Photograph Index and
Descriptions
Photo Location Map

Environmental Surveys & Reports
Environmental Site
Assessment—Phase I
Hazardous Materials Checklist

Recorded Copy of Conservation
Easement
Credentials of Baseline Preparer

BASELINE
DOCUMENTATION
REPORT



Maps, reports, BDR
Measuring tape reel
Measuring wheel
Magnetic locator
Rangefinder
GPS-enabled camera
(phone, tablet, data
collector)
Drone
Bike, ATV, Boat, Airplane

FIELD 
EQUIPMENT
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RECORD
KEEPING

CONSERVATION EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP

GIS/Mapping
Esri--ArcGIS
QGIS, GRASS 
Google Earth

Database--(Conservation
Portfolio and Contacts)

Landscape--Conservation
Easement specific software
Excel
Access

Document storage
Cloud service (e.g. Dropbox)

SOPs, Policies



Buildings—site location, size
Forest management
Agricultural management
Buffer/riparian management
Recreational uses
Commercial uses

NOTICES AND
APPROVALS
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CONSERVATION EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP

ALDO LEOPOLD

“A land ethic, then, reflects the existence
of an ecological conscience, and this in
turn reflects a conviction of individual
responsibility for the health of the land.

Health is the capacity of the land for self-
renewal. Conservation is our effort to

understand and preserve this capacity.”



DEFENSE

Staffing capacity

Policies and

Procedures

Risk management

Conflict resolution

Legal representation

Stewardship Fund



JOIN US IN
THE FIELD!


