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The Changing Landscape & Growing Opportunities

associated with conservation easements.
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2010 Workshops

May 11 & 12 — Mountain
(Asheville, NC)

April 13 & 14 — Piedmont

May 4 & 5 — Coastal

Jerry Dorsett

2
NC DENR, Office of Conservation & Community Affairs, 585 Waughtown Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27107 — ph. 336-771-4945 / ph. 336-409-2356




Our History

1500 1930 1950 1984 2000's 2010
Birth of US Dept. of Agric. SWCD's ACSP started 1'st SWCD's More
Conservation Movement Soil Erosion being formed temparary permanent easements
(wildlife, trees & 1st CE) Enemy #1 1st easements easements &
for SWCD's Stewardship
Success Monitoring
Land Trusts
being formed
Focus on
easements

- introduction to Land Trust (partners)

- educate agricultural partners (Farm Bureau, Grange)
- easement education one district at a time

- partner meetings with land trust (no compete, partner), convenience, shgfe work load)
- develop and strengthen SWCD role

- (knowledge, track record, fill gaps, research, trouble shoot, examples
- funding (ADFP, CWMTF, FRPP, etc.)
- notebook

- training

(value added)

Protecting and Restoring Stewardship of

Coastal Habitats Working Farms and Forests




Easements can support

Happy 40th YUCDC!

your SWCD program?

So what are the objective
of this workshop???



http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bDkMhcNL.WkAi2aJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqMmtwczdzBHNlYwN4cGwEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAM-/SIG=13350lhr8/EXP=1271191180/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?fr2=xpl&fr=yfp-t-894&p=money
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bDkMhcNL.WkAjWaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqcGI0b29tBHNlYwN4cGwEcG9zAzIEdnRpZAM-/SIG=13a20n0eh/EXP=1271191180/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?fr2=xpl&fr=yfp-t-894&p=money+sign
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefMq38NLwBAA3LWjzbkF/SIG=12981hpuj/EXP=1271214250/**http:/www.flickr.com/photos/29482098@N04/3927907177/

For land owners, agencies and nonprofits, there are lots
of misunderstandings associated with conservation
easements, our intent is to clarify.
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How To Fix The Problem Before Hs Too Late

Housing Density, 1990, North Carolina

Average Acres
per Housing Unit

- Lessthan 0.33 acres

- =0.33t0 1 acre e : 4 \
=11015 acres
=15t0 30 acres

[ =30t0 100 acres
0 a0 100 200 Miles
I More than 100 acres

B ster 1990
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Housing Density, 2010, North Carolina

Average Acres
per Housing Unit

[ Less than 0.33 acres

- =0.33t0 1 acre 3
=11015 acres . 17
=15t0 30 acres
[ =30t0 100 acres N @ 1m0 200 Miles
I More than 100 acres
B veter
2010
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Housing Density, 2030, North Carolina

weeeeeeee 3 million new residents = 6 million acres of open space consumed

Average Acres
per Housing Unit

[ Less than 0.33 acres

- =0.33t0 1 acre
=110 15 acres

=15to0 30 acres i

[ =30t 100 acres
] 80 00 200 Miles
I ore than 100 acres

-Water 2030
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U.S. Land Use - 2002 Snapshot
2.3 billion acres of land
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Forest-use :
Land Rasture
Rangeland

61% = Private land owners 29% = Forested Land Use
28% = Federal government owned 2.6% = Urban Land

Source Web Site : http://www.conservationtaxcenter.org/plnlo/stateoftheland.pdf
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NC’s Changing Landscape

The state has lost over HALF
of its farms in the last 15 years.

1950 to 2000 NC lost half of it’s farmland.
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[ In all 100 counties today: |

= Present Use Value Taxation
Cost Share Programs (profitability)
Right To Farm Legislation
Technical Assistance
Agritourism

[ In some counties today: |

Voluntary Agriculture District Ordinance (76 VAD’s)
County Farm Protection Program (9)

Cost of Community Services Study (4)

Enhanced VAD (13)

Grants such as ADFP

County Agriculture Economy (new markets)
Easements; purchase, holding & monitoring (33)

o
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What is an easement?

A conservation easement is a voluntary legally binding
agreement between a landowner and a qualified land trust
or government entity that permanently limits uses of the
land in order to protect ecological, historic, or scenic
resources.

Easements are custom designed and negotiated to meet the
personal and financial needs of the landowner. An
easement may cover portions of a property or the entire
parcel. The easement will identify the rights the landowner
wishes to retain, limit, or forgo.
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Easement Web Lines ....

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES Historic ...
The easement program is the Commonwealth of Virginia's most effective tool

American Farmland Trust: Resources - A National View of ...

Among advocates of farmland protection efforts, agricultural easements are now
regarded as the most promising tool for dealing with urban conversion trends.

Montana Conservation Easement Performance Audit
Conservation easements cover 1.5 million acres

|5|any Hl”'erenf Rlnﬂs Ol easemenfs



http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/pdf_files/Easement.Policies.Revised.Dec.08.pdf
http://www.farmland.org/resources/national-view/default.asp
http://www.farmland.org/resources/national-view/default.asp
http://www.farmland.org/resources/national-view/default.asp
http://www.farmland.org/resources/national-view/default.asp
http://leg.mt.gov/content/publications/audit/report/06P-01.pdf

i FOR SALE |
PRIME DEVELOPMENT
50 ACRE PARCEL

POSSIBLE PUD
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All property comes with rights . . .
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* Easement stays with land.

= Timber Rights

- M Development Rights

= Mineral Rights ETIELTCE
) SrAMTen  FOBGRLE PUD
m Access Rights ot gn Sese. @)

__-/’_,;——

= Rightto Sell 2 I‘"

Temporary Easement Programs

Conservation Reserve Program
Conservation Security Program
Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program
Wetland Reserve Program

Forest Stewardship Program

NC Agriculture Cost Share Program
Other Cost Share Programs

12
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& conservation easement activity

Holding Easements:
Alleghany SWCD

* Beaufort SWCD
Buncombe SWCD
Cabarrus SWCD
Chatham SWCD
Cumberland SWCD
Duplin SWCD

* Durham SWCD

* Fishing Creek SWCD
Franklin SWCD

* Gates SWCD
Harnett SWCD
Haywood SWCD

* Hyde SWCD
Iredell SWCD

* New Hanover SWCD
Onslow SWCD

* Polk SWCD
Rowan SWCD
Rutherford SWCD
Stokes SWCD
Surry SWCD
Wayne SWCD

updated March 2010

Owns Land:
**Brunswick SWCD

* Durham SWCD

* New Hanover SWCD
* Polk SWCD

Monitors Easements:
Alamance SWCD

* Beaufort SWCD
Chowan SWCD

* Gates SWCD
Hertford SWCD

* Hyde SWCD

* Fishing Creek SWCD
Jones SWCD
Lenoir SWCD
Northampton SWCD
Orange SWCD

Decision To Hold Easements:
(in progress)
Currituck SWCD ($s in place)
Yadkin SWCD  (planning)

* Active in two (2) categories
** In progress

For additional information:

Gerald Dorsett, NC DENR
Office of Conservation &
Community Affairs
585 Waughtown Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27107

Email: jerry.dorsett@ncdenr.gov
Phone: (336) 771-4945

Accomplished through building
partnership with land trusts,
community conservation & NC DENR

.
33 SWCD’s holding & monitoring easements

MITCHELL

‘,p\sd"
R/ U;,%
SWAIN - ‘)’o e,
2 % ey
o0 %& )
el CLAY 2

PASQUOTANK CAMDEN
PERQUIMANS \ /Cukmucx
~ T

O
© 2008 MapWatch.com

ROBESON/g, 2 nen

TH- 7
ASHE SURRY [sroxe | ‘0}‘ f i & NORTH'S  FaTeS \
ALLE et (8| §F & ERT"
™ GHANY s HALIFAX Y
WiLKES [YADKIN} o & s3I CHOWAN
% o __juiLroro & v gsie
o » EDGE-
%, ,,ot&;a AVI o & A NAsH/EDGES ox TG A
[RANOOLPH| ) INGTO!
uc-\BURKE) %3 (CHATHAM WiLsoN of
ATAWBA)  {rowaN T
RUTHER. o% LINCOLN 1™} LEE ey BEAUFORT{  HYDE
RUS A
o > Juowt. HARNETT
o [‘Lew: 20 oons WAYNE LENOIR CRAVEN>
B

URG ‘%
Coon |5 oxsq'%\% i, ones
ANSON o O] OUPLIN

ONSLOW CARTERET

PENDER

COLUMBUS

NEW
HANOVER

BRUNSWICK

updated March 1, 2010 26

13


mailto:jerry.dorsett@ncdenr.gov

CAMDEN
PASQUOTANK
PERQUIMANS '\ /CURmmcx
9 - ,/

NORTH.
g SURRY [g70Kes{ROCKING, "1'7 (‘,‘? $ weToNf® [oares
MTCHELL /CVTA GHANY po RS SALIER FORD
WILKES [YADKIN} f CHOWA
e & fuiLr F
) % AR 5 BERTIE
\sONY. G e, (568 é’Q AVI ‘of NASH EDGER i) 4
e - \BURKE C FavcoLrH{caTHAM [ WAKE A e ) Wy §INGTO AR
Uuoo‘,. OWE ATAWBAY | RowaN' s
;mm 0, < Rt “uucouc ] S tex  AuroRTE> HYDE
o K son W' JMONT. HARNETT
L o5 (s o GoeRAMOORE YNELEOIRS Ay
¢\d’ K7 M BURG % PAMLIC
o oLay UNION ity Gl "q, JoNES
ANSON ] DUPLIN
©2005 MapWatch.com onsLoWS CARTERET
ROBESON/g, s 0en
PENDER
COLUMBUS
NEW
‘BRuNswick/ "ANOVER

CAMDEN
PASQUOTANK
PERQUIMANS \J CURRITUCK
2

28

14



So which way should you go?

15



.
Setting priorities???

m Encourage, or allow areas to develop
m Saving farmland & forestland

m Protecting water quality

= Limiting development potential

m Buffer from development, pollution, for
wildlife, endangered species

= Maintain agricultural integrity and
sustainability

16
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Land Protection Partners

» Cooperative Extension Service
= Division of Forest Resources

= American Farmland Trust

= NCDA&CS

» Land Trusts (24)
= Natural Resource Cons. Service

= Wildlife Resources Commission

n NC Forestry Association

= Soil & Water Conservation Districts (96)
= U.S. Military

m Other Partners ???

{5
9 Volts to Energize Your Easement Program!

1. Brochure & Web Site (goals, forms, GIS map, contact
info.)

2. Meeting & working with other easement organizations
3. Annual goals with Vision

4. Conducting annual meetings & public workshops

5. Annual Report

6.  Library, or other public displays

7. Ceremony of a sign-up on a farm with the newspaper
present

8.  Workshops and Training / Public Meetings - Forums
o. Membership in an easement organization

18



Faces in a county with
a good easement program!

Jerry Dorsett

Working Lands Coordinator
Office of Conservation & Community Affairs
NC Department of Environment & Natural Resources
585 Waughtown Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27107

Phone: (336) 771-4945 - office
(336) 409-2356 — cell

Email: jerry.dorsett@ncmail.net
jerrydorsett76@hotmail.com

May 11, 2010
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Our History

100 years — Conservation Movement (trees, wildlife & easements)
75 years — US Dept. of Agriculture (Soil Erosion Enemy # 1)
50 years - SWCD’s came into existance
25 years — SWCD’s turned down Sediment Erosion Control Program
- NC land trust coming on board
20 years — SWCD’s first easements (cost share programs with restrictions — ACSP)
5 years — SWCD’s first permanent easement work
- introduction to Land Trust (partners)
- educate agricultural partners (Farm Bureau, Grange)
- easement education one district at a time

- partner meetings with land trust (no compete, partner), convenience, share work
load)

- develop and strengthen SWCD role

- (knowledge, track record, fill gaps, research, trouble shoot, examples)
- funding (ADFP, CWMTF, FRPP, etc.)

- Notebook

- Training

.= Today success program.component (valueadded) ...

21



Montana DOR audit findings:

» Easement will not impact over all property tax
collections in the long term

= Agencies must do a better job of maintaining data

= The majority of easement land is in agricultural uses

96 page report
January 2007 — State of Montana
Web site: http://leg.mt.gov/content/publications/audit/report/06P-01.pdf

NC DOR / Scott Pholman

= Are you insuring resource protection for the “public good?”

m s practical flexibility in the easement, we don’t want to have
to question every action. Right to review really big changes.

» If there is going to be a violation would you rather deal with it
up front?

22
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Aagricultural Opportunities and Challenges!

= New roads
= Land values and agriculture viability
» Profitability

m Public perception (value recognition and
pressure to leave)

= Population pressure

Adgricultural economic development ...

= 1. Orange Co. — agriculture processing center
2. Cabarrus Co. — farm incubator (mentor)
3. Guilford Co. — agricultural easement

4. Piedmont Counties — shared marketing (VAD and
County Agriculture Protection Plan)

5. Forsyth County — farmers markets
6. Community Kitchen Resource - S.E. NC.

7. USDA, NC (ADFP) and other grants to protect land
and create economic success (young farmer, limited
resource, organic, climate change, water quantity)

Grants, Cooperation, Planning, Organization,
Agriculture Protection Plans, Zoning ......

23



I‘

AaSementmania

VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURE DISTRICTS
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